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Meets:  .................................................................................................... Tuesday and Thursday 
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Classroom:  ................................................................................................................. Franz Hall 034 
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Course Goals and Objectives 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to the basic substantive issues and theoretical approaches of  
international relations and comparative politics.  
 
We will also examine features of  political systems in a general way.  What does the word “politics” really mean?  
Why do we create political institutions?  What are the characteristics of  a democracy, versus the alternatives? 
 
Students will learn how to critically assess these concepts and the actions of  individual states within the international 
system. We will discuss international security issues and global social problems as well as debate different approaches 
to solving them. Discussions of  how to think about global politics from different ethical perspectives will infuse the 
course.  We will spend time trying to think outside the box of  the American perspective on international relations 
and to understand the concept of  globalization from different perspectives.   We will also explore some basic game 
theory and consider its application to interesting political problems. 
 
Students will not become experts of  any particular country through this course, but will be exposed to theories that 
are applied to different regional contexts. The course is comprehensive in introducing the types of  questions 
political scientists ask, the different methodologies used in analysis, and examining representative countries as 
examples. 
 
Core Course Questions 
 
• How do relationships and communities function? 
• What is the value of  difference? 
• Why are political systems useful in addressing these questions? 
 
Students learn political science concepts and practice their comparative application in order to: 
• Recognize social, political, historical, economic and/or religious factors contributing to cultural differences. 
• Analyze the nature of  diversity concepts such as difference, privilege, power, prejudice and discrimination. 
• Understand the implications of  cultural diversity. 
 
Learning Objectives 
 
 

Objective Evaluation Method 
Formulate and Support a Point of  View Debates and debate papers, article analysis, case study 
Use clear and concise writing style with proper 
grammar 

Debate papers, article analysis, case study 



Synthesize important information from a 
scholarly article 

Debate papers, article analysis, case study 

Demonstrate knowledge of  a variety of  basic 
theories 

Class discussions, debate papers, article analysis, and 
case study 

Understand difference Class discussions, debates 
Learn to live in and contribute to a diverse society 
and interdependent world 

Class discussions, debates 

Learn about basic game theory In class discussions and exercises 
 
 
Texts/Other reading 
 

• Ethics and World Politics (Bell); Comparative Politics, 2nd edition (Dickovick/Eastwood) 
• I will also post debate articles on the Moodle page.  
• You are also required to pay attention to the international news. The New York Times is required 

reading and is where quiz questions originate.   
 
 
Late Policy  
 
If  you are ill or have an emergency, you need to contact me before assignments are due or quizzes are given. You 
cannot make up a quiz unless you contact me by the start of  the end of  the day of  the class you missed (exceptions 
to this rule for serious emergencies). Debate papers will not be accepted late since there are four opportunities to 
write two debate papers. I suggest you save your work often to avoid computer and printer problems, and complete 
the assignments at least a day ahead of  the due date to ensure that you will not have problems turning them in on 
time. If  you are ill on the due date, email me the paper as an attachment. 
 
 
Electronics Policy 
 
Computers, phones, and other electronic devices, unless needed as an accommodation, cannot be opened during 
class-time.   
 
Our time together is short, and we need to make the most of  it.  Despite our best intentions, electronics create 
distraction.   
 
Trust me:  no one loves his computers and gadgets more than me.  But I bet you will appreciate your twice weekly, 
85-minute vacation from them.  
 
Grade Assessment 
 

• 8 News and Readings Quizzes (5 points each) = 50 points  (14%) 
(I will drop the two lowest quiz grades) 

• 1 Debate Paper (75 points) = 75 points (21%) 

• 3 reflection papers on ethics (33 1/3 points each) = 100 points (29%) 

• Attendance and Participation = 50 points (14%) 

• Final Exam = 75 points (21%) 

 
Quizzes:  There will be 8 quizzes during the course of  the semester. The quizzes cover international news for the 
week. They will consist of  5 short answer questions.  Quizzes will be given on randomly selected, unannounced days 



at the beginning of  class. You need to be ready each class period with the readings and be informed of  recent global 
events. The lowest two quiz grades will be dropped. If  you are ill, only with a doctor/clinic note will you be excused 
from a pop quiz if  you miss it. If  you need to miss class for other legitimate reasons, or under exceptional 
circumstances, we can discuss making up the quiz.  
 
________________________ 
Debates: We will have two open-ended debates on topics of  international law and humanitarian responses to 
extreme human rights abuses. Of  the two debates, you must choose one of  these for a written paper. Whether or 
not you write a paper for any given debate, you are required to read the listed debate articles and contribute to the 
in-class debate.    
 
In the debate paper, you must research the topic using at least 2 articles in addition to the two assigned debate 
articles (at least 1 of  which must be academically researched articles found in journals or edited books; 
websites such as wikipedia and dictionary.com are not legitimate sources for debate papers). Use the library’s academic databases 
(Academic Search Premier or JSTOR, for example) to find articles. Do not simply search the web for supporting arguments. 
What you often find are not academic research articles, but opinion pieces, or pieces by graduate students or political 
commentators who do not complete the same kind of  rigorous analysis that academic researchers engage in. Debate 
papers need to be turned in on the debate day. There are no exceptions to this. Presenting additional arguments 
from your research into the topic during the debate is expected. Debate papers should be 3-5 pages in length 
(approximately). See Appendix I for the grading rubric for debate papers. 
 
The following questions should be considered in your debate papers  

• What are the main arguments of  the author with whom I am siding?  
• Why are these arguments convincing and what evidence does the author use to support the arguments? 
• What are the additional or supplemental points that outside sources contribute to the argument?  
• Why am I not as convinced by the opposing debate article’s arguments? 

 
Papers should be well-organized, well-written, and well-researched. I highly encourage you to make an outline 
of  any paper you write. Integrating the ideas of  the authors you read with your own ideas and presenting a coherent 
and organized argument makes for a better paper.  I am happy to give you comments on an outline if  you make an 
appointment to see me prior to the debate. 
 
You should not expect to write a good, coherent, and logically consistent debate paper the night before it is 
due. Writing takes time. It most especially takes thought. You should spend a considerable amount of  time thinking 
about the debate question, your analysis of  it, and your response to it before you begin writing.   
You absolutely must properly cite arguments from the sources you use. Papers without citations will receive an 
F. If  you do not know a proper citation style, please consult the writing center early in the semester for help.  
 
This general description, as well as the grading rubric in Appendix I should help you understand what a good debate 
paper looks like: 

• a C paper is generally well written and has properly cited sources, but is not well-organized or logically 
consistent; it perhaps lays out arguments, but without integrating ideas together. It does not critically assess 
whether the authors' arguments are backed by evidence. There may be multiple grammatical and spelling 
errors. 
 

• a B paper is generally well written and has properly cited sources; it is better organized and logically 
consistent than a C paper, but does not integrate ideas well or accurately assess whether the authors' 
arguments are backed by evidence. It may have a few grammatical or spelling errors. 
 

• an A paper is well written, well-organized and logically consistent. It has properly cited sources. It 
demonstrates that the student has critically thought about the question of  the debate and which side 
presents the best evidence as well as makes the best logical arguments. It will have very few spelling or 
grammatical errors. 



 
_____________________________________ 
Ethics Reflection papers: Three topics- political violence, global inequality and extremism- will be introduced and 
explored through two ethical lenses-utilitarianism and Kantian ethics. Each of  these units will be discussed during 
one week in the semester. At the end of  each unit, students will write a short (3 page) reflection on the topic that 
explains which ethical lens is most appropriate for understanding why the world treats the topic as it does, as well as 
reflects on how we might use ethical arguments to convince states and other actors to address the problem in a 
different way. 
 
_____________________________________ 
Final Exam: The final exam will cover the big questions that were raised throughout the course. The final exam will 
be in essay form, and will attempt to assess your general understanding of  the complexities of  the topics we covered 
over the course of  the semester. The final exam will not be an exercise in memorization of  terms and concepts, but 
rather an assessment of  your progress in grasping the “big picture” of  the course. We will spend a day preparing for 
this, but attending class regularly and completing the readings and thinking about them each week is the best 
preparation for the final exam. 
 
_____________________________________ 
Attendance/Participation: Attending class consistently is the easiest thing you can do to improve your experience 
in this class.  This class will be doable and fun if  you attend.  If  you don’t, it will be much harder than it needs to be. 
 
To get anything out of  a course, you must attend it and complete the work. You will be graded on how often you 
attend class as well as how you contribute to discussions, debates and in small groups. You will get a chance to 
submit your own assessment of  your grade on this requirement.  
 
What is the best way to participate?  Ask questions!  Highlight questions from the book that are confusing and raise issues 
during class. If  something is confusing to you, I guarantee you that it’s confusing to someone else in the class, if  not 
the entire class.  Ask about it, and you will be their hero.  Bring your book to class if  needed! 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Grading Curve 
93-100 = A 
90-92 = A- 
88-89 = B+ 
83-87 = B 
80-82 = B- 

 
78-79 = C+ 
73-77 = C 
70-72 = C- 
60-69 = D 
59 and lower = F 

 
Lecture Schedule 
September 

01 Introductory class: Expectations and Historical Context 

03 Ethics Introduction: Utilitarianism, Rawls and Kant (Bell 1, 4) 

 

08 Theoretical Approaches: Comparative Politics Introduction (D&E 1) 

10 Theoretical Approaches: Comparative Politics Theories and Evidence; IR Realism & Liberalism (D&E 2; 

Bell 5) 

 

15 Theoretical Approaches: Critical and Postmodern theories (DB 2,3,9) 



17 The State and Democratic Development (D&E 3, 6; DB 6); Nationalism and Identity (D&E 13, 14; DB 7 

and Country profiles Mexico)  

 

22 Authoritarian States and Democratic Breakdown (D&E 7) 

24 Democratic Peace Theory; Overview: writing in Political Science; 

BRICs: Brazil, Russia, India, China (D&E Country profiles for BRICs) 

   

29 Institutions: Constitutions and political parties (D&E 8, 11 and Country profiles-France and Japan) 

  

October 

01 Institutions: Executives and Legislatures (D&E 9,10 and Country profiles-Iran and Nigeria); 

Global and Regional Governance (DB 8, 12) 

 

06  Causes, Types and Consequences of  Political Violence (D&E 12) 

08  Ethics and Political Violence; Laws of  War (DB 16, 17); 

Debating the role of  political violence domestically and internationally 

Reflection paper #1 due 10/13 

 

   

13 International Law (DB 15); Case Study: Uruguay/Argentina-- (Article on Moodle);  

15 Debate 1: Should the US Join the International Criminal Court? (Articles on Moodle)  

 

19-23  Fall Break Week-Enjoy! 

 

27 Case Study: Arab-Israeli Conflict (video) 

29 The Roots and Future of  Extremism (D&E 15; DB 19) 

 

November 

03 Debating how best to fight Extremism within domestically and internationally (DB 13, 18) 

Reflection paper #2 due 11/10 

05 Debate 2: Is Humanitarian Intervention a Proper Response to Major Human Rights Crises? 

 

10  International Political Economy: Basic Concepts, Trade and Investment (D&E 4) 

12 The EU and the Euro: Idealism in Economics?; IPE: Competition and Cooperation: big numbers game and 

negotiations game 

  



17  Geopolitics, Symbolism, and Popular Culture (KD 5,6; DB 20) 

19 International Aid and Development: the big picture (D&E 5) 

 

24  Catch Up Day:  No Class Scheduled 

26 No Class-Thanksgiving break 

 

December 

01 Inequality within the international system: good for whom? (DB14) 

03 Debating the proper ethical response to inequality 

 Reflection paper #3 due 12/08 

 

08 The global environment (DB 10) 

10 Debating the proper ethical response to environmental problems 

  

 

FINAL EXAM:  December 14 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM   

See http://www.up.edu/registrar/default.aspx?cid=2940& for the complete schedule. 

 

  



Appendix I Grading Rubric for Debate Papers (75 points each) 
 

Grading 
Category 

Total 
points 

Expectations and Points 

Grammar and 
Spelling 

10 points • Excellent grammar and spelling: 9-10  
• Few grammar and spelling mistakes: 8  
• Some mistakes per page: 7  
• Repeated mistakes throughout: 5-6  

 
Organization and 
Flow of paper 

15 points • The paper is organized by idea, not by author, and the organization of the 
paper helps the reader understand the debate and why the author chooses 
one side’s arguments over the other: 13-15  

• The paper is organized by author rather than by theme, but important ideas 
are emphasized in the right order & in a comprehensive way: 11-12  

• The paper is haphazardly organized so that it is hard to understand the ar-
guments and the key concerns of the author: 10  

• The paper is haphazardly organized to the point that it is hard to follow the 
logic of the paper: 9 or fewer  
 

Sources and their 
integration into 
the paper 

25 points • Two of three articles come from scholarly sources and their material is inte-
grated throughout the paper in a meaningful way, not simply mentioned as 
filler: 22-25  

• Two of three articles come from scholarly sources but their material is not 
meaningfully utilized so as to support the arguments of the paper: 18-21  

• Articles either do not all come from scholarly sources or are not mentioned 
in any meaningful way in the paper: 17 or fewer (if you have no sources cit-
ed, 0) 
 

Presentation of 
Ideas and Critical 
Thinking 

25 points • Student can give reasoned arguments for why one side is preferable, and stu-
dent is able to meaningfully integrate ideas from other sources into paper in a 
logically consistent way. Student also demonstrates that s/he has critically 
thought about the debate arguments by presenting his/her own ideas and 
analysis of the articles that are integrated in the paper; student does not ac-
cept all arguments of the debate articles without critically considering their 
merit: 23-25  
 

• Student demonstrates knowledge of the differences of the two sides of the 
debate, that s/he can give reasoned arguments for why one side is preferable, 
and that s/he is able to integrate ideas from other sources into the main ar-
guments of the debate; there is less evidence of critical analysis and logical 
consistency: 20-22  
 

• Student demonstrates knowledge of the differences on the two sides of the 
debate and can give reasoned arguments for why one side is preferable, but 
does not demonstrate much critical thought about the merits of the argu-
ments in the debate papers or does not present logically consistent argu-
ments throughout: 17-19  
 

• Student demonstrates only a minimal understanding of the debate ideas and 
why one side might be more convincing than the other: 15 or fewer 

 
 



University Policies and Resources 
 
University of Portland’s Code of Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity is openness and honesty in all scholarly endeavors. The University of  Portland is a scholarly 
community dedicated to the discovery, investigation, and dissemination of  truth, and to the development of  the 
whole person. Membership in this community is a privilege, requiring each person to practice academic integrity at 
its highest level, while expecting and promoting the same in others. Breaches of  academic integrity will not be 
tolerated and will be addressed by the community with all due gravity. 
  
Assessment Disclosure Statement 
Student work products for this course may be used by the University for educational quality assurance purposes. 
 
Disabilities Statement 
If  you have a disability and require an accommodation to fully participate in this class, contact the Office for 
Students with Disabilities (OSWD), located in the University Health Center (503-943-7134), as soon as possible.   If  
you have an OSWD Accommodation Plan, you should make an appointment to meet with me to discuss your 
accommodations. Accommodation requests must be made at least two weeks in advance of  an exam. Also, you 
should meet with me if  you wish to discuss emergency medical information or special arrangements in case the 
building must be evacuated.  
  
The Learning Resource Center 
The Learning Resource Center, located in Franz 120, houses the Writing Center, Math Resource Lab, Speech 
Resource Center, Group Process Assistance, and International Language Assistance (French, Spanish, German, 
Chinese). 
 
The Writing Center is open by appointment and works to support professors and students as they write across the 
disciplines. Appointments are made electronically. To schedule an appointment, go the Writing Center website at 
http://www.up.edu/lrc/writing/ and click on ‘Appointments’ to sign in and view the schedule. 
 
The Department of  Communication Studies offers assistance to students at the University of  Portland who seek to 
plan, prepare, practice, and deliver public presentations. Speech assistants are available by appointment only. To 
schedule an appointment go to www.up.edu/lrc/speech and click on the email link. 
 
 


